
MISCELLANY

NATUROPATHIC ACT
INITIATIVE

Some Excerpts Therefrom
Attorney-General Webb of California has prepared

a title and summary of the chief purposes and points
of a proposed measure known as the "Naturopathic
Act-Initiative," as follows:

Creates Naturopathic Association of California, a

public corporation; provides for its organization, gov-
ernment, membership and powers; . . provides li-
censees shall have in practice of their profession all
rights and privileges of practicing physicians of any
school or class in treatmnent of disease, injuries and
other mental or physical conditions; gives licensees
equal rights with physicians in institutions supported
by public funds; provides penalties for violations. .

The proposed law and Act is as follows:
Section 1. This Act shall be known and may be

cited as the "State Naturopathic Act."...
(4) For the purpose of this Act, naturopathy is

hereby declared to include physiotherapy, physical
therapy, phytotherapy, biochemistry, the use of anti-
septics, anesthetics, applied therapeutics and prophy-
lactic hygiene and sanitation; and the science and art
of diagnosis, which enables the naturopathic physician
to direct, advise, prescribe, dispense or apply food,
water, roots, herbs, plants, oils, lights, heat, color,
exercises (active and passive), manipulations correct-
ing vital tissue, organs or anatomical structures by
manual, mechanical or electrical treatment, instru-
ments and appliances, x-ray, or any and all other
natural agencies that have been used in the past, that
are now in use, or that may be used in the future, to
assist nature in restoring a physiological and psycho-
logical interfunction for the purpose of restoring and
maintaining a normal state of health mentally and
physically.

Sec. 3. There is hereby created a public corpora-
tion to be known as the "Naturopathic Association
of California," which shall have perpetual succession,
a seal, may sue and be sued, and which may enter into
contracts and acquire, encumber, dispose of and deal
in and with real and personal property, establish and
maintain colleges and institutions, establish scholar-
ships, establish and maintain hospitals, clinics and pro-

fessional libraries and do all things for the advance-
ment of naturopathy.
No law now or hereafter enacted shall in any way

qualify, regulate, restrict or prohibit the State Asso-
ciation from fully carrying out and effectuating all of
the purposes and provisions herein contained.

All julrisdiction and authority over the practice of
naturopathy shall be vested in the Naturopathic As-
sociation of California.

Sec. 4. All persons who, sixty days prior to the
effective date of this Act, are members of good stand-
ing in the Naturopathic Association of California, a

voluntary association of persons, and who can com-

ply with the minimum standards as set forth in Sec-
tions 39, 40, and 41 hereof, shall constitute the first
members of the Association. Thereafter, all applicants
for membership in the Association shall conform to
the requirements of this Act.

Sec. 5. Therg is hereby constituted a governing
body of the Association to be known as the board of
governors. The board shall consist of one member of
the Association elected from each congressional dis-
trict by the members of the Association resident in
the particular congressional district. The members of
the board of governors shall be elected annually. The
board shall, by a majority vote of all members elected
thereto, fill any vacancy occurring on the board until
the next annual election. . .

Sec. 12. The officers of the Naturopathic Associ-
ation of California, a voluntary association of persons
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engaged in the practice of naturopathy and drugless
healing, shall constitute a commission to place this
Act into operation and to organize the Association.
This commission shall call the organization meeting

of the State Association, to be held in the city of
Sacramento not less than seventy nor more than one
hundred days after the effective date of this act....

Sec. 23. Approved naturopathic colleges shall admit
as students only the following persons:

(1) Those who hold a diploma or other evidence
showing graduation from a high school or a certificate
issued hereunder showing such person to possess an
education equivalent in training power to the require-
ments necessary for graduation from high school;
and ..

Sec. 28. Approved naturopathic colleges shall have
the right to receive the bodies of unclaimed dead for
the purpose of instruction and study in like manner
and under the same provisions of law as such dead
bodies are received and obtained by other institutions
for scientific purposes. The State Board of Health
shall allot unclaimed dead bodies to approved naturo-
pathic colleges in the order of requests received for
the same. No college shall receive more than one dead
body until other colleges which have requested the
same have likewise received a dead body....

Sec. 35. In addition to the above requirements, all
applicants must pass an examination given by the
board in the following subjects: anatomy, including
histology; physiology; pathology, bacteriology, and
immunology; toxicology, hygiene and preventive medi-
cine; biochemistry and phytotherapy; minor surgery
and anesthesiology; diagnosis; naturopathic pathology,
theory and practice; obstetrics and gynecology; and
electrotherapy.

Sec. 39. Except as hereinafter provided, subject to
the provisions of Section 40 hereof, any person who
is a member in good standing in the Naturopathic
Association of California, a voluntary association of
persons engaged in the practice of one or more of the
drugless professions, and who, for one year next pre-
ceding the date upn which this Act becomes effective
has been licensed to and has been continuously en-
gaged in the practice of his said profession in this
State, and who has used in said practice four or more
of the branches of naturopathy, such as electrotherapy,
hydrotherapy, manipulation, mechanotherapy, etc., may
within ninety days after the effective date of this Act,
make application to the board for a license to practice
naturopathy in this State under the provisions of this
Act; said application being accompanied by a fee in
sum of Twenty-five ($25) Dollars, which shall be paid
to the secretary-treasurer of the board. If the board
finds that said applicant is qualified under the pro-
visions of this section, it shall forthwith grant to said
applicant a license to practice naturopathy in this
State under the provisions of this Act.

Sec. 40. Licenses issued under Section 39 hereof
shall not give the holder thereof the right to practice
minor surgery and anesthesiology....

Sec. 42. The board may issue qualified licenses to
practice one or more branches of naturopathy. For
this purpose the board shall prescribe the requirements
and adopt rules and regulations governing the classifi-
cation and the issuance of licenses to qualified appli-
cants.
The board shall charge an annual license fee of not

more than $10 for each qualified license. Provided,
however, that a qualified license may not be issued to
qualify such licensees to practice more than two of
the several branches of naturopathy. . .

Sec. 44. The annual renewal license fee to practice
naturopathy is Ten ($10) Dollars per year or any part
of said period. A valid, unrevoked, and unforfeited
license shall constitute the holder thereof a member of
the Association for the year for which the fee is
paid...

Sec. 63. Naturopathic physicians licensed under this
Act shall have, in the practice and conduct of their
profession, all the rights and privileges of any and all
other practicing physicians of any school or class or
division in the treatment of any and all diseases, inju-
ries, deformities, or other mental or physical con-
ditions, and shall have all the rights and privileges to

213September, 1934



214 CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE Vol.41, No.3

sign any and all certificates or papers and such reports
shall be accepted by the proper officers or depart-
ments, and shall have equal rights within the scope of
this Act, with other physicians in any and all institu-
tions supported wholly or in part by public funds and
shall have all the rights and privileges accorded to
physicians and/or surgeons as set forth in the "Work-
men's Compensation Insurance and Safety Act" of
1913, and the "Workmen's Compensation Insurance
and Safety Act of 1917" with subsequent amendments
and other laws supplementary to the compensation
and safety provisions, and shall have the right to re-
port and certify births and deaths.

Sec. 64. Naturopathic physicians licensed under this
Act may use the following terms of designation:
"Doctor of Naturopathy," or its abbreviation, "N. D.,"
or "Naturopath," "Naturopathic Physician," or any
term or abbreviation thereof relating to naturopathy
or any of the branches thereof. ...

Sec. 67. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
interfere with the rights, powers, and duties of persons
licensed under the Osteopathic Act, the Optometry
Law, and the act entitled, "An Act prescribing the
terms upon which licenses may be issued to prac-
titioners of chiropractic, creating the State Board of
Chiropractic Examiners and declaring its powers and
duties, prescribing penalties for the violation hereof,
and repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith," approved November 7, 1933.

Sec. 68. Subject to the provisions of Section 67
neither the State Board of Medical Examiners nor
any other board or agency of the State shall grant any
license to practice naturopathy or drugless healing or
any drugless practitioner's certificate. ...

Sec. 72. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause
or phrase of this Act is for any reason held to be un-
constitutional, such decision shall not affect the valid-
ity of the remaining portions of this Act. The people
hereby declare that they would have passed this Act,
and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and
phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one
or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or
phrases may be declared unconstitutional. ..

OBSERVATIONSON THE EPIDEMIC
OF POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS IN

LOS ANGELES, I934

E. C. Rosenow, M. D., Division of Experimental
Bacteriology; F. R. Heilman, M. D., Fellow in Sur-
gery; The Mayo Foundation; and C. H. Pettet, M. D.,
Los Angeles County General Hospital: A preliminary
study made in Rochester of the nasopharyngeal swab-
bings of patients suffering from poliomyelitis, naso-
pharyngeal swabbings of well persons, and other
material suspected to contain the causative agent of
poliomyelitis (kindly sent us from Los Angeles by
Dr. Hugh T. Jones), made a further study of the epi-
demic by our methods extremely desirable. Green-
producing, often extremely pleomorphic streptococci
having characteristic neurotropic cataphoretic velocity,
peculiar localizing and symptom-producing power on
suitable injection of animals, and specific serologic
properties, were isolated from most of the swabbings
and from each of the other materials received.

Precipitin reactions between the cleared sodium
chlorid solution extracts of nasopharyngeal swabbings
and the encephalitis and poliomyelitis antistrepto-
coccus serums were carried out. These were positive
with about 75 per cent of the specimens of material
from patients and with about 75 per cent of that from
normal persons living within the epidemic zone. In
contrast, only 8 per cent of well persons, swabbed
as controls in Rochester, gave positive results. The
streptococci were agglutinated, often in high dilution,
by these serums. The antiserums neutralized the
toxins contained within the heat-killed streptococci

* Presented at Mayo Foundation staff meeting July 18,
1934. Excerpts from a reprint of the Mayo Foundation for
Medical Education and Research.

as measured by skin tests on susceptible persons. It
appeared certain that these strains of streptococci
must have etiologic significance, and that they be-
longed in a group between those isolated by one of us
during studies of typical epidemics of poliomyelitis',2'3
and those isolated during a study of the epidemic of
peculiar encephalitis in St. Louis.4'5' Our study in
Los Angeles was made possible through the kind
intervention of Dr. Clarence G. Toland, president of
the California State Medical Association, the offer of
facilities at the Los Angeles County General Hospital
by Dr. P. Berman, medical director, and the financial
support of The Mayo Foundation.

EPIDEMIOLOGY

Through the kind cooperation of Dr. J. L. Pomeroy,
Health Officer of Los Angeles County, and of Dr.
George Parrish, Health Officer of the city of Los
Angeles, we learned soon after our arrival on June 26,
1934, (1) that the outbreak occurred rather suddenly
during unusually early, hot weather in May; (2) that
the peak had passed; (3) that the disease was not dif-
fusely distributed throughout the county and city, but
that it was extremely high in some places, especially
in the city of Belvedere and on Bunker Hill and
County Hospital areas in Los Angeles and low in
other areas such as Beverly Hills, Hollywood, and the
harbor district; (4) that the disease remained fairly
well localized to Los Angeles County; (5) that there
was an unusually high incidence of multiple cases in
family and other groups, often occurring almost simul-
taneously; (6) that there were relatively more cases
among the middle class than among the poor, espe-
cially among those residing in the city; and (7) that
the mortality rate and incidence of paralysis fortu-
nately was very low.
The usual precautions calculated to minimize the

spread of the disease had been taken. Patients, as
soon as the diagnosis was made, were taken to the
General Hospital or were quarantined. About 80 per
cent of the milk supply of Los Angeles County and
city was pasteurized. Bacteriologic tests of the water
supply by standard methods were made in large num-
bers by the water and health departments, and when-
ever indicated by the abnormally high colon bacillus
count the water was chlorinated. We were especially
impressed by the unusually large number of cases that
occurred without a history of contact, by the high
incidence of cases in the upper stories of apartments
or nurses cottages, on high levels or hills, and on the
high sides of streets along hillsides.

CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS

The disease picture was very different /from that
found during the usual epidemics of acute anterior
poliomyelitis or infantile paralysis (Heine-Medin dis-
ease). It attacked mainly older children and young
adults (one-third of the patients were from eighteen
to thirty years of age) instead of infants and children
less than five years of age. Weakness of muscles was
common, but marked flaccid paralysis was extremely
rare. An outbreak of gastro-enteritis, followed often
by symptoms of mild encephalitis, occurred prior to
the epidemic. The disease at the onset consisted of
an acute, usually relatively mild, infection of the upper
part of the respiratory tract, followed by, or associated
with, symptoms suggesting involverhent, in varying
degrees in different cases, of, respectively, the anterior
and posterior horns, the brain, the dura especially
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